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NEWSLETTER
- FALL 2022 -

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O RA  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

In 2010, Dr. David Orr, a Professor of Environmental Studies and Polit ics at Oberlin

College, came to FSW to give the keynote address for our first Education for a New

Humanity  colloquium. Dr. Orr focused on how to build a more humane and sustainable

future here in SWFL in the face of cl imate change. Two ideas that he shared left a

lasting impression on me. First, he warned us against believing the myth that with enough

knowledge and technology, we can manage the planet. Dr. Orr argued that what we

really need to manage is ourselves: our desires, economies, polit ics, and moral courage.

It is a simple idea. It makes much more sense to reshape ourselves to fit the needs of a

finite planet than it does to try to reshape the planet to meet our infinite needs and

desires. He ended his talk by explaining that there is nowhere to run and hide from

climate change; therefore, the most important task is to build a community that

understands and values the interconnections between all members of an ecosystem more

than they value notions of success built on the accumulation of wealth and power.

Dr. Wendy Chase - Director

Not surprisingly, I have found my thoughts drifting

back to Dr. Orr’s talk quite a bit since Hurricane Ian

ravaged our area, but, especially, when I was

driving home from Naples last Friday after spending

the morning with Professor Donini and the students

in his Honors field biology seminar.  

     If you ask Professor Donini, “Why study turtles?”

he wil l  give you some version of, “because we are

all connected and when we save one species, we

save the entire ecosystem.” He has obviously

engrained this simple truth in his students as they

exhibit the same degree of enthusiasm that he

shows, breaking into cheers and applause when

Pedro announces that the fourth trap they checked

contains two turtles. One of the turtles had been

tagged as #100 back in July when he was

reintroduced into the wild from a poaching ring.

After measuring and weighing this feisty l itt le guy,  

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
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the students were thrilled to discover that he
had grown and gained weight, which is a
promising sign for all the other rescued turtles.
Importantly, the students’ learning doesn’t stop
with the collection and assessment of data.
Questions about how a turtle’s nervous system
works leads to a discussion of how they can
shunt their blood to only oxygenate their brain
so that they can stay under water for extended
periods of time. This information then leads a
nursing student to note that they were key to
early studies on anesthesia. Professor Donini
constantly builds on these insights, emphasizing
other ways in which the study of reptiles and
amphibians has contributed to human research,
such as the fact that some amphibians have
proteins that can block HIV. 
When I ask the students about the difference
between learning in the field versus in the
classroom, they explain eagerly how they enjoy
learning by studying the scientific articles he
assigns to each research group, but that they
understand that material better because of the
lectures they receive in the field and the
spontaneous discussions that arise from whatever they

encounter on a given day. I witnessed this
academic process on Friday when other traps
they set contained a cane toad, a bunch of
aquatic salamanders, and a crawfish. Every
creature they caught in the traps offered
another chance for Professor Donini to
deepen the students’ understanding of the
ecosystem we share with them. Doing his
best to hang onto one of the slick
salamanders, he explained that the mucus
that makes them so slimy is necessary
because they live in an ephemeral wetland
and this prevents water loss during the dry
season. Carefully placing the cane toad in a
bucket so that he could euthanize it later, he
explained that these toads were introduced
into the wild to eat the bugs that feed on the
sugar cane. 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O RA  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O RA  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

Unfortunately, the people who made that
decision were ignorant of the fact that
these toads don’t leap very high, and the
bugs tend to live on the top of the cane.
Clearly, those folks never got to take a
class with Professor Donini. They never
saw what I did: his students soaking in
this information, understanding how
ignorance of your environment can lead
to catastrophic consequences for an
entire ecosystem.
 

Before driving back home, I pulled out my phone and googled one of David Orr’s famous
quotes, which I’d used years before when I introduced him. “It is not education, but
education of a certain kind, that will serve us. And the current model of western,
urban-centered, school-based education, which is so often more focused on turning
students into efficient corporate units rather than curious and open-minded adults,
will only lead us further down the wrong path…Our true destiny is a world built from
the bottom up by competent citizens living in solid communities, engaged in and by
their places.” Professor Donini’s students are learning much more than scientific facts and
research methods; they are cultivating a deep sense of place and learning how to live well
within it. This class exemplifies the goal of the Honors Scholar Program, and higher
education in general: to connect learning and life in a manner that enhances the everyday
existence of our students and expands their ability to make meaningful contributions to
society. 



Tell us a little about yourself. How did
you end up becoming a professor? Did
you always know you wanted to teach
or did you follow a twisty path to
education?

I am a self- proclaimed "Turtle Nerd" and
a first-generation college graduate, born
and raised in Southwest Florida. I
attended FSW (then Edison Community
College/Edison State College) before
moving onto FGCU and detouring to
Southeastern Louisiana University for
graduate school.  I've known I wanted to
be a science nerd my entire life,
specifically a Herpetologist  (scientist who
studies reptiles and amphibians) since the
age of five, but I've also always had a
passion for education. I started doing
animal outreach talks at the Calusa
Nature Center when I was 13 years old,
and always planned to incorporate
education into my science in one way or
another.  

FACULTY INTERVIEW
Jordan Donini

If everyone could know just one thing
about your area of expertise, what
would you want them to know?

Turtles are one of the most at-risk taxa on
the planet, declining due to pressures
from climate change, overdevelopment &
habitat destruction, spread of disease,
and collection for the illegal pet trade,
and many species my go extinct in our
lifetime.

In graduate school I worked on a
teaching assistantship where I instructed
general biology courses AND LOVED
iIT....solidifying my desire to both teach
AND do research at the college level. 
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FACULTY INTERVIEW
Jordan Donini

What have been your best
experiences as a professor at FSW?

My greatest and most prideful
experiences at FSW have involved
introducing my students to the
wonderful world of wildlife research.
Whether that be the first time they
find a wild turtle during field work, or
the look in their eyes when I send
them the good news about a co-
authored publication being accepted,
iIt's just so exciting to share in the
excitement and enthusiasm.

Is there anything else you would like
for students or faculty to know about
your work?

Our work is being used for both state
and federal level conservation
considerations and will directly influence
the conservation status of several turtle
species in the coming years. Our
students are some of the only
undergrads in Florida that can truly say
their work is making an immediate
impact. 
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Also... we're always looking for new and
enthusiastic students to join us...
whether they love wildlife, or simply
want more experience in performing the
scientific method in real life settings....
come one come all! 
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https://www.floridaundergradresearch.org/furc22-abstracts

CALLING ALL STUDENT
RESEARCHERS--HONORS OR

NON-HONORS!

How would you like to present your research poster at the Florida
Undergraduate Research Conference on February 17th and 18th at St. Thomas
University in Miami? The Center for Undergraduate Research and Creativity
will be covering the costs for travel, hotel, registration fees and poster printing
for 7 students.

The submission deadline is December 17th and Dr. Rebecca Harris and I have
set up special office hours for the week of December 5th so that any interested
student can pop into either of our Zoom rooms and we will help them with their
proposals. Check out the link to the conference below:

DR. HARRIS 
 

Monday, 12/5 and Wednesday, 12/7: 10:00-11:00 
 

Tuesday, 12/6 and Thursday, 12/8: 11:30-12:30 
 
 

https://fsw.zoom.us/j/5561059326 
 

Meeting ID: 556 105 9326 
 

Passcode: 384181 

DR. CHASE 
 

Monday, 12/5 and Wednesday, 12/7: 11:00-1:00 
 

Tuesday, 12/6 and Thursday, 12/8: 2:00-4:00 
 
 

 https://fsw.zoom.us/j/88315142904 
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The Honors Program was more
than a space for academic
growth—it was a home. I learned
to be confident and committed
myself to the lifelong journey of
learning because of the support
and attention I received from
faculty and my peers. As an
Honors Scholar I was introduced
to invaluable research skills,
experiential learning,
interdisciplinary theory/methods,
and community engagement.
After the program, I knew there
was value in my curiosity and felt
prepared to tackle the future. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Franklin De La Cruz

Since my time at FSW, I completed my studies in American Studies at
Williams College. The passion I developed for writing, critical thinking, and
arts/culture as a mode of theory at FSW led me to pursue multiple
interdisciplinary research projects. I earned the Mellon-Mays
Undergraduate Fellowship for my work at the intersection of LGBTQ+
social movements, politics, race, and history. I participated in multiple
summer research colloquia (including one at Columbia University),
presented my interdisciplinary work, and worked as a research assistant.
All things I do not think would have been possible without my early
exposure to academia—within a supportive and nurturing environment—at
FSW. Today, I am working in Seoul as an English teacher in the Republic
of Korea. I plan to continue my studies and one day also inspire my
students as a professor.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Sierra Khan

Hello! My name is Sierra Khan, and I
am a dual-enrolled high school senior
at FSW. After graduation, I plan to

attend a four-year college and major
in sociology. My time at FSW has
been enriched by extra-curricular

activities such as serving as Student
Government Association Collier

Campus President and founding the
FSW Social Justice Union. Also, I was

very fortunate to be accepted into
the FSW Honors Scholars program
last year, and my experience has

been phenomenal. 

The Honors Program at FSW has been an excellent opportunity for me
to learn and grow. This fantastic program has allowed me to participate
in incredible field trips, enjoy engaging courses with wonderful
professors and mentors, and receive funding for enriching academic
experiences. 

One of the many benefits of the Honors Program at FSW is that
students can participate in various fantastic courses. My first Honors
course was an extraordinary Honors Introduction to Psychology course
with Dr. Jackie Davis. Last year, I took a transformational
interdisciplinary honors seminar called The Good Life with Professor
Terri Housley. Next semester I will take an interdisciplinary honors
seminar capstone research course.

Tell us a little bit about yourself and
your goals after you graduate from

FSW
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In summary, the Honors Program
has been an excellent opportunity
for me to grow as a student by
participating in incredible field
trips, enjoying engaging courses,
and partaking in many academic
experiences. I highly recommend
that all incoming first-year students
strongly consider applying to the
Honors Scholar Program and take
advantage of the many rich and
rewarding extra-curricular
activities that FSW has to offer. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Sierra Khan

Additionally, being part of the Honors
Program has given me access to
amazing field trips. One of my favorite
field trips was our visit to the butterfly
gardens, and it was a fun and
educational experience. 

Finally, the Honors Program has
allowed me to participate in enriching
conferences. For example, I had the
fantastic opportunity to attend the
virtual Florida Collegiate Honors Council
Conference, which was an inspiring and
educational experience, including
exciting and informative roundtable
discussions. Additionally, the Honors
Program has also generously provided
funds for me to participate in academic
programs outside of FSW. 
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For example, the Honors Program
funded my participation in the
Florida Senate Page Program in
Tallahassee. It was a very
rewarding educational experience
that was made possible by the
Honors Program. 



My experience at FSW has taught me a lot. The diversity at this school has
opened my mind to new perspectives and given me a sense of self-awareness
that I never had before entering college. Make the most of your college years
and surround yourself around like-minded people that have the same academic
standards as you do.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
JAVIER SANCHEZ

My name is Javier Sanchez. I am a first-
generation student at FSW. This is my

second year attending FSW. I am
currently on a Pre-Med track to become
a doctor with a specialty in Radiology. I
joined the Honors Program in April. I am
also a Peer Mentor and a part of the Phi

Theta Kappa Honors Society. I have
made the Dean's List every semester
that I have been here. My plans after

FSW are to transfer to USF and
hopefully join their Morsani College of

Medicine once I get my B.S. in Biology. 

Tell us a little bit about yourself and
your plans after you graduate from FSW

What was your most impactful experience as a student in the Honors Scholar
Program

My most impactful experience in the Honors Program has been being able to
connect with a vast diversity of students in the program and having the liberty
to share my perspective on many different topics

Do you have any advice for in-coming freshmen at FSW?

My advice for new students at FSW is to set high academic standards for
yourself and work hard to achieve those standards. Believe in yourself and
always see things in a positive way. Commit to the process and realize that school
is your work.

Is there anything else you'd like us to know about your time as a student at FSW?
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F C H C :  F E B  1 0 - 1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  -  O R L A N D O ,  F L

P R O P O S A L  D E A D L I N E :  J A N U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

H T T P S : / / W W W . F C H C H O N O R S . O R G / C O N F E R E N C E  

 

 

 

F U R C :  F E B  1 7 - F E B  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  -  M I A M I ,  F L

P R O P O S A L  D E A D L I N E :  D E C E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2

H T T P S : / / W W W . F L O R I D A U N D E R G R A D R E S E A R C H . O R G / F U R C - 2 0 2 3  

 

 

 

S R H C :  M A R  3 0 - A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 3  -  C H A R L O T T E ,  N C

P R O P O S A L  D E A D L I N E :  J A N U A R Y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 3

H T T P : / / W W W . S R H C O N L I N E . O R G / C O N F E R E N C E  

 

 

 

 

D R .  C H A S E  W I L L  B E  A V A I L A B L E  T H E  W E E K  O F  D E C E M B E R  5 T H

F R O M  1 0 : 0 0 A M - 2 : 0 0 P M  O N  M O N D A Y S  A N D  W E D N E S D A Y S  A N D

1 : 3 0 P M - 4 : 3 0 P M  O N  T U E S D A Y S  A N D  T H U R S D A Y S  V I A  Z O O M

( H T T P S : / / F S W . Z O O M . U S / J / 8 8 3 1 5 1 4 2 9 0 4 ) .  

CONFERENCE DATES
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FCHC: FEB 10-12, 2023 - ORLANDO, FL

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: JANUARY 16, 2023

HTTPS://WWW.FCHCHONORS.ORG/CONFERENCE

FURC: FEB 17-FEB 18, 2023 - MIAMI, FL

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: DECEMBER 17, 2022

HTTPS://WWW.FLORIDAUNDERGRADRESEARCH.ORG/FURC-2023

SRHC: MAR 30-APRIL 1, 2023 - CHARLOTTE, NC

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: JANUARY 30, 2023

HTTP://WWW.SRHCONLINE.ORG/CONFERENCE

DR. CHASE WILL BE AVAILABLE THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 
5TH FROM 10:00AM-2:00PM ON MONDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS AND 1:30PM-4:30PM ON TUESDAYS AND 
THURSDAYS VIA ZOOMHTTPS://FSW.ZOOM.US/J/88315142904

https://www.fchchonors.org/conference
https://www.floridaundergradresearch.org/furc-2023
https://www.srhconline.org/conference
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W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E ?

Are you or someone you know interested in the Honor Scholars

Program? 

If you are motivated, hardworking, creative, innovative, forward

thinking, or ready to achieve your dreams then the Honor Scholars

Program might be right for you! We strive to cultivate your academic

excellence, leadership skil ls, and commitment to being socially

responsible. Honors is a great way to build your academic resume,

meet l ike-minded people, and develop your very own research! 

Email Dr. Wendy Chase  or Courtney Daniels  about all  that the

program has to offer!

Contact Us  

Honors Program Director: Dr. Wendy Chase, wchase@fsw.edu

Courtney Daniels: Courtney.Daniels@fsw.edu

Dr. Jacquelyn Davis (Coll ier): jacquelyn.davis@fsw.edu

 

 

Check out our website

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

https://www.fsw.edu/honors


P R O F .  E M I L Y  P O R T E R
D R .  E L I J A H  P R I T C H E T T
P R O F .  D A N A  R O E S
D R .  M I C H A E L  S A U E R
D R .  T H O M A S  S M I T H
D R .  J E N N I F E R  S U M M A R Y
D R .  H A R O L D  V A N  B O V E N

D R .  R O N A  A X E L R O D
D R .  B R U N O  B A L T O D A N O
D R .  S T U A R T  B R O W N
D R .  W E N D Y  C H A S E
P R O F .  S H I M U L  F .  C H O W D H U R Y
D R .  J A C Q U E L Y N  D A V I S
P R O F .  J O R D A N  D O N I N I
D R .  B R A N D I  G E O R G E
D R .  M A R K  H E R M A N

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

F R O M  T H E  H O N O R S
S C H O L A R  P R O G R A M

P R O F .  I H A S H A  H O R N
P R O F .  T E R R I  H O U S L E Y
D R .  J I L L  H U M M E L
D R .  M O N I C A  K R U P I N S K I
D R .  M I C H A E L  M C G O W A N
P R O F .  R A N D Y  M O F F E T T
D R .  M Y R I A M  M O M P O I N T
P R O F .  L E O N A R D  O W E N S
D R .  J O H N  P E L O T

FROM THE HONORS SCHOLAR 
PROGRAM

DR. RONA AXELROD
DR. BRUNO 
BALTODANO
DR. STUART 
BROWN
DR. WENDY 
CHASE
PROF. SHIMUL 
F. CHOWDHURY
DR. 
JACQUELYN 
DAVIS
PROF. JORDAN 
DONINI
DR. BRANDI 
GEORGE
DR. MARK HERMAN

PROF. IHASHA HORN
PROF. 
TERRI HOUSLEY
DR. 
JILL HUMMEL
DR. 
MONICA KRUPINSKI
DR. 
MICHAEL 
MCGOWAN
PROF. 
RANDY 
MOFFETT
DR. MYRIAM 
MOMPOINT
PROF. 
LEONARD 
OWENS
DR. JOHN 
PELOT

PROF. EMILY PORTER
DR. ELIJAH 
PRITCHETT
PROF. DANA 
ROES
DR. MICHAEL SAUER
DR. 
THOMAS SMITH
DR. 
JENNIFER SUMMARY
DR. 
HAROLD VAN BOVEN
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